
CDC Annual Report 2017 

Submitted by Jenna Liechty Martin, Executive Director  

 

Camp Friedenswald provides people of all ages the opportunity to grow  

in relationship with God, self, others and nature. 

Renew! Not only was it THE word of 2017, but renewal defined and filled Camp Friedenswald throughout 

the year. One year ago, the ground in the Boys’ Cabin area lay bare, ready for new foundations to be laid.  

Today, six new cabins stand ready to welcome campers and families in the year ahead. The old Chapel (now 

Cottonwood Center) and Sandhill Lodge (formerly Guest House) have also been renewed, creating fresh 

spaces for groups to worship and fellowship.  

Just as renewed facilities have brought new life to old spaces, so too has the Campaign to Renew 

Friedenswald provided an opportunity for those whose lives have been touched by the peaceful woods to 

renew their commitment to this special place. In the process of renewing buildings, the spirit of Camp 

Friedenswald has been renewed through the on-going partnership between Camp Friedenswald, Central 

District Conference, and its congregations. The following highlights illustrate this partnership:  

 Winter Retreats brought together Junior and Senior High youth and sponsors for four weekends of 

worship, play and fellowship. Over 200 people attended representing seven CDC congregations. 

 Summer 2017 brought nearly 500 youth and family campers (200 of which came from CDC 

congregations) to the peaceful woods to retreat, renew and reconnect, and to explore the theme “Psalms 

for the Journey.” Summer counselors and volunteers represented six CDC congregations.  

 We drew upon the rich resources from within CDC for Summer Camp pastors including: Emily Hedrick, 

pastor, Lima Mennonite Church; Teri Steinmetz, lay leader, Grace Mennonite Church; Cyneatha Millsaps, 

former pastor, Community Mennonite Church; Holly Zehr, lay leader, Mennonite Church of Normal; Lora 

Nafziger, pastor, Assembly Mennonite Church; Nina Lanctot, former pastor, Florence Church of the 

Brethren Mennonite.  

 Women’s’ Retreat brought women together from across the conference. The weekend was based on 

the theme “Restoring our Soul: Cultivating Peace within and beyond” and was planned by Maplewood 

Mennonite Church.  

 Over 2000 local school children and their teachers participated in Camp Friedenswald’s Outdoor 

Education program which has run for over thirty years, and is an extension of our ministry of serving the 

local community.  

 Hospitality was extended to six CDC congregations for their annual church retreat including Assembly 

Mennonite Church, Emmaus Road Mennonite Fellowship, Hively Avenue Mennonite Church, Open Table 

Mennonite Fellowship, Mennonite Church of Normal, and Silverwood Mennonite Church. 

 Camp Friedenswald hosted the CDC Leadership Council for its spring meeting. 

 CDC congregations and their members contributed financially to Camp Friedenswald in 2017, giving or 

pledging over $2 million towards the Campaign to Renew Friedenswald. Additionally, giving from 

congregations helped to support Camp’s programs throughout the year. Thank you! 

 We embarked on a journey to make Camp a more sustainable organization (socially, financially, and 

environmentally) by implementing Resiliency & Sustainability Plan 2022. We hope to learn from 

others within CDC and to be a model for other congregations in the conference as we implement the 

plan. For more on our efforts, visit friedenswald.org/about/resilience-sustainability-camp/. 


